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New College Durham Academies Trust 
 

Directors serving in the last 12 months  
and relevant interests, financial or otherwise,  

including governance roles in other educational institutions 
 

Director 
 

Appointment date 
 

Date of 
leaving 

Category  
 

Register of Interests 

Karl Fairley 
(Chair) 

18.3.2010  Sponsor Director Deputy Chief Executive, New College Durham(employee) 
Chartered Fellow of Institute of Personnel & Development 
National Leader in Governance 
Ad-hoc support for Hartlepool Carers 
Katherine Fairley (spouse) Chartered Fellow of Institute of 
Personnel & Development 

     
Andrew Broadbent 14.7.2011  Sponsor Director Principal and CEO, New College Durham 

Director, Westfirst Ltd, Co No 2906949 
 

Andrew Stephenson 19.4.19  Sponsor Director Vice Principal, New College Durham 
     
Alyson Shields 21.10.2015  Sponsor Director Head of Inclusion, New College Durham 

Member, Mental Health AoC National Policy Group 
Member – Local Transformation Planning Group 
Member, Durham Photographic Society 

     
Christine Warren 20.10.2016  Sponsor Director Director & Vice Chair, New College Durham Academies Trust 

Chair & Member, Corporation New College Durham 
Director, Westfirst Limited 
Association of School & College Leaders, Associate Member 
Chair North Durham Academy Local Governing Body 

     
Helen Owen 1.5.19  Sponsor Director Head of Product Development, NCFE 

Fellow of Chartered Institute of Management 
Previous employee (Head of School, New College Durham) 

     
Ivan Jewell 
 

13.9.2017  Co-Sponsor Director County Councillor, Durham County Council 
Burnopfield Primary School, Governor 
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Villa Real Special School, Governor/Vice Chair 
First Dipton Scouts & Guides Group, Chair of Executive 
Committee 
Member of the Freemasons Lodge 
Member Dipton Community Partnership 
Member Burnopfield Community Partnership 
Governor Aycliffe Secure Centre 
Chair of Banks Mining Group - Community Liaison Group.  
Chair of Banks Mining Group - Funding Committee 

     
Helen Sinden 27.6.2019  Parent Director Paid Employment DAMHA 

Member of Charted Management institute 
     
Bev Frean 
 

09.06.2020 
 

 Co-opted Director 
 

Vice Chair of AMIS (Abused Men in Scotland) Charity, 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

     
Vaila Somerville 01.09.2020  Academy Director Employee Durham Legal Services Ltd 

Secretary Durham County Golf Union, Juniors 
Chair, Consett Academy Parents’ Forum  

     
Joan Low 13.01.2021  Co-opted Director Director of Joan Low Associates, an independent 

company offering school improvement services 
Member of the Board of Directors at Chetwynde MAT 
Member of Board of Directors at Washwood MAT 
Member of ASCL 
MAT lmprovement Partner at the Hart Trust MAT 
Governor at Dean Bank Primary School 
Governor at West Cornforth Primary School 

Leavers during the last 12 months 
     
John Widdowson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18.3.2010 5 July 2020 Sponsor Director Principal & Chief Executive, New College Durham and member of 
the Corporation 
Director and Chair NCDAT 
Member of ICSA – Institute of Chartered Secretaries & 
Administrators 
Director, Westfirst Ltd – Co. No. 2906949 
Chair, Mixed Economy Group of Colleges 
Director, Workers’ Educational Association 
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Association of Colleges – various committees/groups 
Vice Chair NECOP Strategy Group (North East Collaborative 
Outreach Programme) 
Member, National Centre for University & Business (NCUB) 
University of Durham – St Cuthbert’s Society 
Member, Independent Commission for Lifelong Learning 

     
John Duggan 28.3.2013 3.10.2020 Sponsor Director New Results Training, Associate  

Member, NCD Audit Committee 
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